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UTSA PRE-LAW INSIGHTS NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to this first issue of UTSA Pre-Law Insights newsletter! We are excited to 

launch our inaugural newsletter that will keep you informed of the latest news to 

prepare for what is coming ahead. If there is any topic you would like me to 

discuss in the next newsletter, feel free to email me at ana.alvarez@utsa.edu. 

About the Editor 

I have the honor to serve as the official UTSA prelaw advisor, lecturer, Certificate in 

Legal Studies program advisor, and program manager of the Institute for Law and 

Public Affairs.  

I am currently serving as President of the Southwest Association of Prelaw 

Advisors (SWAPLA), Executive Board Member of the Prelaw Advisors National 

Council (PLANC), and AccessLex Prelaw Advisory Committee member. I had the 

privilege and honor to be awarded the PLANC Gerald L. Wilson Award in fall 2022. 

This is a national recognition for my prelaw advising services and career.  

But what really makes me happy is to support your endeavors to pursue law 

school, so please let me know how I can assist and what you think about this first 

UTSA Pre-Law Insights E-Newsletter! Thank you. 

Ana Alvarez, Ed.D. 
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  IS THE LAW SCHOOL ADMISSION TEST RETIRING? 

You might have heard and be confused by headlines or stories about the LSAT going away. Let’s clarify the 

status of the LSAT and implications for you as a law school hopeful so that you can be prepared for what might 

come ahead. 

Facts 

As of now, law schools are required by the American Bar Association (ABA) to use a standardized test, whether 

the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) or Graduate Records Examination (GRE), as part of the admission 

process. The Council of the ABA Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar, on Nov. 18, 2022, 

approved changes to ABA standard 503 that would allow law schools to move to test-optional admissions for 

the incoming class of 2026-2027 if law schools so choose.  

This measure will go for consideration before the House of Delegates when it meets in February 2023 for final 

approval. Sixty law school deans outlined their strong concerns about the lack of evidence supporting the 

Council’s proposal to nix the requirement of the use of a standardized test as part of the admissions process.  

Implications 

The Council’s action makes it clear that if the proposal is approved by the ABA House in February 2023, the 

test-optional admissions policy will not go into effect until the application cycle starting fall 2025 for the 

incoming class of 2026-27. 

With the change, each law school will maintain the option to require the LSAT or GRE for admission of those 

applying in the 2025-2026 cycle to attend law school in fall 2026. Since sixty law school deans opposed to the 

Is the LSAT Going Away? 
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idea to cancel the standardized test requirement for law school admission proposed by the Council of Legal 

Education and Admissions to the Bar, it is fair to say that these 60 law schools - or more - might require the 

LSAT for admission to their law school. Most likely, law schools might make public if they intend to require the 

LSAT/GRE for admission during fall 2024 or early 2025. 

 

Final Considerations and Suggestions 

We will wait and learn if the test-optional admission policy is approved by the ABA House of Delegates in 

February 2023. It is not the first time this proposal has been discussed. At this time, there are some strategies 

to fathom. Let’s be intentional. 

1. If the test-optional admissions policy is implemented, be prepared for taking the LSAT because you don’t 

know if the law school you are applying to will require it -or you would be seen on a better light if you take it. 

2. Law schools not using the LSAT for admission will most likely pay a closer attention to the GPA, the only 

objective indicator of academic performance. Do everything in your hands to achieve a higher GPA, regardless 

of LSAT taking or not – also helpful for law school merit-scholarships.  

3. As always, excel in all your classes and develop great rapport with your professors. Law school admissions 

committees expect to have at least one letter of recommendation written by a professor, and, letters of 

recommendation may have a greater weight for admission.  

4. Strive for a well-rounded education with challenging courses (law school applicants’ courses are thoroughly 

examined by level of difficulty) and outstanding scholastic and non-scholastic activities. In other words, have a 

holistic preparation for law school admission. 

Consider, for instance, the UTSA Summer Law School Preparation Academy, Certificate in Legal Studies, legal 

internships and attorney shadowing experiences, working, conducting research, and additional extracurricular 

activities to develop your skills and talents.  

5. Stay connected with me to assist in developing a holistic plan to reach your goal to attend law school and 

become a Juris Doctor (J.D). You may email me directly to ana.alvarez@utsa.edu or schedule a prelaw advising 

appointment with the Institute for Law and Public Affairs in Handshake. I will email the Zoom link. 
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  WHY YOU SHOULD CONSIDER 

ATTENDING THE 2023 SUMMER LAW SCHOOL 

PREPARATION ACADEMY (SLSPA) 

The SLSPA is intentionally designed to help you develop core 

skills for law school and legal career success. In the SLSPA, 

you will take challenging law school-format classes and learn 

how to think like a lawyer while learning whether you belong in 

law school and can succeed in a legal career. 

You will also hear from and connect with the legal community, 

diverse legal areas practicing attorneys and law school 

admission deans, and experience law school mock classes. 

You will also have the opportunity to take free LSAT workshops. 

Furthermore, all SLSPA courses count for the UTSA Certificate 

in Legal Studies! 2023 SLSPA Curriculum here. For more 

information contact the ilpa@utsa.edu.  

Eligibility: Open to undergraduate students attending any 

accredited college/university with at least 30 credits by end of 

spring 2023. SLSPA Admission is on competitive basis. 

Priority Admission Application Deadline: March 14  

Regular Admission Application Deadline: April 14 

You may apply here: https://www.utsa.edu/ilpa/ 

 

 

 

 

 

SLSPA 

STUDENTS 

HAVE SECURED 

ACCEPTANCES 

TO AND 

ENROLLED IN 

OVER 160 LAW 

SCHOOLS 

THROUGHOUT 

THE COUNTRY 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/s16dvz5c9rfu1qd/2023%20SLSPA%20Curriculum.pdf?dl=0
mailto:ilpa@utsa.edu
https://www.utsa.edu/ilpa/
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  UTSA INSTITUTE FOR LAW AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 2023 PRELAW EVENTS 

Mark your calendars! Below are some of the spring 2023 prelaw events 

Jan 31, 3-4pm: Law School Application Requirements. SU 2.03.08 

Feb. 2, 3-4pm. All about St. Mary’s School of Law. SU 2.03.08 

Feb. 3, 1-5pm. LSAC Digital Law School Forum. Registration at https://www.lsac.org/lawschoolforums 

Feb. 7, 3-4pm. LSAT Update. SU 2.03.08 

Feb. 9, 3-4. Writing the Personal Statement for Law School. SU 2.03.08 

Feb. 16, 3-4pm. Timeline for Law School Preparation and Application. SU 2.03.08 

Feb. 21, 3-4pm. All about the UTSA 2023 Summer Law School Preparation Academy. SU 2.03.08  

Feb. 28, 3-4pm. All about the UTSA Certificate in Legal Studies. SU 2.03.08 

 

 

 

1 UTSA Circle, SU 2.02.04. San Antonio, TX 78249 

ILPA@UTSA.EDU. WWW.UTSA.EDU/ILPA  

Prelaw Advising Appointments available in Handshake 

 

https://www.lsac.org/lawschoolforums
mailto:ILPA@UTSA.EDU
http://www.utsa.edu/ILPA
https://careercenter.utsa.edu/resources/handshakelogin/

